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As you complete this last year of Rhetoric school, we pray that you
seek the Lord’s guidance as you plan for your future.

With this verse in mind, we are committed to offer support and
guidance as you take your next steps after high school. At Beacon Hill
Classical Academy, we understand that not all students are bound for
a four-year college or university immediately after high school. In fact,
many of you will choose a different path. This path may include taking
a gap year, working full-time, pursuing a trade, or taking classes at a
community college. Our goal is for you to explore your calling and
discover what our Creator intended you to do with support and wise
counsel.

The first part of this handbook serves as an outline for university-
bound students applying to college for Fall 2023. If you have alternate
plans, please see some of the other resources provided in the
following sections. 

Sincerely,

BHCA Upper Campus Administration Team

Dear Seniors,

“Commit to the Lord whatever you do,
 and He will establish your plans.”

Proverbs 16:3
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Research colleges and compile a list of colleges you intend to apply to. 
Search websites of prospective colleges for college applications.
Begin drafting your college essays.

Sign up for and attend your assigned appointment time with college
counseling (parents are welcome to attend).
BHCA has scheduled an on-campus SAT for October 27th. Begin preparing for
this test early. Consider signing up for a second test date (not available on the
BHCA campus) with the College Board. Also, consider signing up for the ACT.
Attend college admission preview events on college campuses.
Complete final drafts of college essays. Ask a trusted English teacher to make
final edit suggestions.
Create a spreadsheet with important application deadlines including
scholarship application deadlines. Prioritize and schedule when applications
will be completed. Create checklists to track and ensure that all elements of
your application have been received at least one week before published
application deadlines.
Ask teachers early for needed letters of recommendation. Teachers must be
given at least three weeks advance notice for recommendation requests.
Requests must be submitted through email to teachers with College
Counseling cc’d on all requests (collegecounseling@beaconhillclassical.org).
Attend college preview events, visit college campuses, and contact college
admissions departments for information and events.
Attend the Christian College Fair on October 25th from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at
Oaks Christian School at 31749 La Tienda Drive, Westlake Village, California
91362.
Cal State and University of California (UC) applications are available on October
1st. The application deadline for these schools is November 30th.
The FAFSA (Free Application for Student Aid) may be filed beginning October
1st. The deadline to file this application in order to receive full consideration
for federal and state aid is March 2nd. File as early as possible to qualify and
receive notice of available financial aid awards.
Some colleges and universities also require completion of a CSS profile as part
of the financial aid process (check requirements for individual colleges). This
form is available on the College Board website and the websites of many
California colleges beginning October 1st.

July - August 

September - October 

SENIOR YEAR CALENDAR
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Many colleges have early application deadlines. Submit applications for
preferred colleges during this window for scholarship consideration and early
acceptance notification. 
Cal State and University of California (UC) applications are due November
30th.
Follow up with colleges to ensure that all elements of applications have been
received including: teacher recommendation letters, pastor/mentor
recommendation letters, College Counselor recommendation letters with
School Profile and transcripts, SAT and ACT scores, AP test scores, CLT test
scores, transcripts from community colleges or other high schools (for
transfer students). It is your responsibility to request and to confirm receipt
of each element of your application for each college. We cannot track or
organize this for you!
Keep hard copies of all applications submitted, as well as important
documents and correspondence. Keep digital files organized to allow for
easy retrieval of information.

 Determine that all necessary financial aid documents have been submitted
(FAFSA, CSS Profile and college specific forms). March 2nd is the deadline to
submit the FAFSA and Cal Grant applications.
Apply for scholarships. Most colleges have available school and departmental
scholarships clearly indicated on their websites. Ask your College Admission
Counselors for recommendations on scholarships that are right for your
situation. 
Cal State admission decisions arrive according to school-specific policies.
University of California admission acceptances arrive by March 31st.

Revisit colleges and websites if still undecided. Ask to speak with deans of
intended departments of study, speak to current students and recent
alumni, and investigate career and graduate school outcomes for students of
prospective colleges for further insight.
Admission decisions by colleges should be received by students by April 15th.

Decision Day is May 1st. You may commit to ONLY one college.
Mail deposit to the college of your choice (check with colleges for postmark
deadlines).
Notify College Counseling by email of all admissions decisions. Also, notify
any teachers, mentors, and pastors who wrote letters of recommendation.

November - December

January - March

April

May
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October
1st Cal State and University of California (UC) college applications available online
1st The Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) available online
1st CSS profile (form used in awarding financial aid) available online
1st SAT Administration (not on BHCA campus, sign up through College Board)
25th Christian College Fair from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Oaks Christian School Campus
27th On-campus SAT

November
5th SAT Administration (not on BHCA campus, sign up through College Board)
30th Application deadline for Cal State and University of California colleges

December
3rd SAT Administration (not on BHCA campus, sign up through College Board)

March
2nd Deadline to submit FAFSA when applying to California colleges

May
1st College commitment deadline for most colleges and universities

IMPORTANT DATES | AT-A-GLANCE



SENIOR YEAR EXPECTATIONS
Senior year is a year of transitions and celebrations. Enjoy the moment while
planning for your future.
Applying to college is an additional time and organizational commitment.
Make sure you have given yourself the opportunity to complete this process
well.
Demonstrate commitment. Do not take the minimum courses to graduate.
Colleges look at final transcripts (including senior year grades) for both
admissions and scholarship decisions.

COLLEGE VISITS, FAIRS AND REPRESENTATIVES

Plan college visits. Students are given two excused absences to visit colleges.
Prior to college visits, please advise our front office and College Counseling of
your absence. 
Plan ahead to visit colleges on Preview Days, College Information Days, and
overnight events. Colleges offer tours, one-on-one counseling, financial aid
workshops and essay writing seminars to assist students during these events.
Many students benefit from getting a feel for the campus while college
students are present and classes are in session.
We invite college speakers from several colleges to speak on our campus. We
recommend that you speak with these college representatives personally after
scheduled presentations.
College fairs are helpful to collect information, ask questions and make
personal connections with admissions officers. The Christian College Fair will be
held locally on October 25th from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at Oaks Christian School at
31749 La Tienda Drive, Westlake Village, California 91362.
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University of California (UC) and California State University (Cal State) colleges
no longer require or accept SAT or ACT scores in determining admission.
Many (but not all) private colleges and universities, as well as many out-of-state
public universities have gone test-optional. This means students have the
option to report SAT and ACT scores. To clarify - students can test, and choose
not to report scores to colleges and universities.
BHCA is offering on-campus SAT testing on October 27th. Students may sign up
for additional testing dates at alternate locations with College Board at
(https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines). Tests for the
remainder of the 2022 school year are October 1st, November 5th, and
December 3rd. Check the College Board website for regular and late
registration deadlines.
Students interested in taking the ACT, can sign up at act.org
Students who are testing should complete testing by December of their senior
year. It is recommended that students take the SAT and/or ACT more than once.
Experience in taking tests as well as additional time spent studying tends to
improve test scores. 
Test scores are not recorded on our official transcript. Seniors are responsible to
send SAT, ACT and CLT test scores to colleges of their choice. 
AP Test scores are also not on our official transcript. Colleges may ask for AP
scores on applications. Students have some discretion on whether to report
scores. Send AP scores through your College Board account to colleges as
requested.

STANDARDIZED TESTING

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Students are responsible for making sure they meet all requirements for
graduation listed in the Student Handbook. 
College Counseling is available to discuss progress toward graduation.

6

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines


Each college has its own admission guidelines. Take the time to review these requirements,
typically found on college websites under Admission Requirements. Work with college
admissions counselors to ensure that all elements of your applications have been completed and
received by admissions departments.
Create a spreadsheet with important application deadlines including scholarship application
deadlines. Eligibility for some scholarships require applying by early application deadlines.
Prioritize and schedule when applications will be completed. 
Create checklists to track and ensure that all elements of your application have been received at
least one week before published application deadlines. These elements may include: transcripts,
school profile and counselor recommendation letter, teacher recommendation letters,
pastor/spiritual mentor recommendation letters, SAT and ACT scores, AP test scores, CLT test
scores, transcripts from other high schools you have attended (if a transfer student) and
community college transcripts. It is your responsibility to request and to confirm receipt of each
element of your application for each college. We cannot track or organize this for you! 

ELEMENTS OF A COLLEGE APPLICATION
Transcripts, School Profile and College Counselor Recommendation Letter - these will be
provided by the College Counseling department to each college you apply to.
Essays - Most schools require one or more essays written by the student. Students should
prepare a thoughtful essay in their own words (essays should not be written by anyone other
than the student). Colleges are attempting to get a picture of a student’s passion, interests,
experiences and potential contribution to their campus. Although essays are not primarily
designed as a test of composition and grammar skills, it is important that essays are well-
composed and grammatically correct. Have a trusted teacher, counselor or parent review essays
before submitting. 
Short Answers - Short responses to questions may be required on an application. Students
should provide well-composed, thoughtful responses using proper grammar.
Extracurricular Activities Listing - Extracurricular activities include classes such as Yearbook,
Music Performance, Leadership and Theater, sports, scouting, clubs, orchestra, dance, spiritual
involvement, mission trips, community service, hobbies, jobs and whatever interests fill a
student’s schedule. Colleges are most interested in activities that students have done over a
period of time, for which expertise and leadership skills are developed. Be prepared to list dates
of involvement, hours of participation, accomplishments and honors, leadership roles, and duties. 
Teacher Recommendations - Some colleges (like Cal States and UCs) do not require or accept
letters of recommendation. Many colleges require teacher recommendations and some colleges
require two. If you are applying to a STEM program, a math or science teacher recommendation
is preferred.
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TYPES OF COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
Regular Decision - Most colleges have a regular admissions deadline somewhere between
December 15th to April 1st. 
Rolling Admissions - Students may submit their application at any time and applicants are
reviewed in the order received. Statistically this can work to a student's favor to apply early
under this option. Also, students have a longer window to apply than under traditional
regular decision admission deadlines.
Early Decision - Few colleges offer this option. This option is sometimes chosen when a
student has a clear preferred college. It is a contractual agreement between student and
college that requires a student to commit to the university if accepted. In fact, a student
must not file additional applications with other colleges after Early Decision admission
notification and is required to withdraw applications from all other universities. Students
sometimes elect this option when applying to a more selective college as it may provide
some advantage in admissions consideration (tends to be made early in the application
cycle). Please discuss this option with College Counseling before applying under this option. 
Early Action - Students can apply to colleges under early application deadlines and receive
notification of admissions decisions earlier (often before the end of the year). Students are
not required to make a decision before the May 1st deadline. 

APPLICATION TYPES
Common Application - Many colleges only accept the Common Application (while other
colleges have institution specific applications). Colleges who accept both types of
applications give the Common Application equal consideration to the college’s own
application form. The Common App is a SINGLE application that allows a student to enter a
bank of information which is commonly required by most colleges. Additionally, students
will be asked to respond to an essay prompt; this essay is accessible to all of the colleges
applied to. The student must select which colleges he or she is applying to using the
Common App. In addition to the common information provided by the student, colleges
may require the student to respond to additional questions, write supplemental essays, and
submit extra recommendations which are specific to the college’s individual admission
requirements. Most students find this to be a time saver when submitting a majority of their
applications using the Common App. The Common Application can be found at
www.common app.org.
College Specific Applications - Most colleges have electronic applications directly linked to
their school website. 
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Some scholarships are need-based, some are merit-based (based on GPA and sometimes
test scores), and some consider need and merit. College scholarship availability and award
policies vary considerably. Many private colleges award scholarships holistically, taking into
account all elements of a student’s admission and/or scholarship application. Other
scholarships are based upon more specific metrics.
Scholarship application deadlines may or may not align with admission application
deadlines. Some scholarships require applying within early application time frames, others
are available throughout the application season. Some require separate scholarship
applications, others are awarded based upon admission applications (no separate
scholarship application required).
Most colleges have available school and departmental scholarships clearly indicated on their
websites. Ask your college admission counselors for recommendations on scholarships that
are right for your situation (scholarships are often available to first generation college
students).
 Websites such as Going Merry (https://www.goingmerry.com) and College Board
(https://collegeboard.org) provide search tools which are very helpful in identifying available
scholarships awarded by governmental and private organizations. 
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 Almost all forms of financial aid (including state and federal grants and federal student
loans) require a student to file a Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA). 
 FAFSA forms must be filed each year. Filing opens on October 1, 2022, the filing deadline is
March 2, 2023  for the regular 2023/2024 academic year for students who are also applying
for Cal Grants and state aid.
Early filing provides an opportunity for colleges to work on financial aid packages earlier.
An online version of the FAFSA can be accessed at https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-
in/landing
A paper version of the FAFSA can be accessed at
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-23-fafsa.pdf. It may be helpful to access the
paper version first to organize information (many questions involve financial information
found on a parent’s tax return of a previous year).
In addition to the FAFSA, many private colleges require filing of the CSS profile. This form
asks additional questions about a family’s financial history. Colleges use this information
along with information provided by the FAFSA to make financial aid decisions. The CSS
profile is available on the College Board website at https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
In addition to federal financial aid, students may qualify for state Cal Grants. See
https://www.csac.ca.gov/cal-grants for eligibility and requirements.
Cal Grant applications must be submitted no later than March 2nd. Grant awards are based
upon parent income levels and student GPA’s. 
Please note: BHCA does not provide a GPA verification for the Cal Grant. If you qualify for
this special grant you will need to take the SAT or ACT and submit your score. 
Financial aid is often “packaged” by financial aid officers working at the colleges you apply
to. Aid may be awarded in the form of student loans (must be paid back), grants (no
repayment required), and work-study programs (on-campus jobs). Additionally, loans made
to parents may be offered. Usually, a financial aid package includes a combination of
sources.
College websites provide an estimate of the net cost of college attendance at their university
after scholarships and financial aid awards using what is referred to as the Net Price
Calculator. This is also available on the College Board website at
https://npc.collegeboard.org/ and on websites of individual colleges. Although this is not an
offer or guarantee of the cost to attend a specific college, it is a starting point in estimating
what you will pay. 
Remember, most students do not pay the full advertised price of college attendance listed
on college websites. Scholarships and grants (federal, state, college and private
organizations) directly reduce immediate cash outlays. Some students choose to take
advantage of student loans to help finance college expenses.

FINANCIAL AID

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing
https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-23-fafsa.pdf
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://www.csac.ca.gov/cal-grants
https://npc.collegeboard.org/


GAP YEAR PROGRAMS

Employment and Apprenticeships: Choosing a job in a field that interests you can
provide guidance for a future career. 
Internships: An internship is another useful way to explore career options. Many
businesses, government agencies and charities hire interns, providing experience in
industry, trade or service environments.
Ministry Training: Endless opportunities exist. Two popular options with graduates
include: 

Youth With a Mission (YWAM): Youth with a Mission is a global movement of
Christians from many cultures, age groups and Christian traditions, dedicated to
serving Jesus throughout the world. https://ywam.org/about-us 
Hume Ministries, Joshua Wilderness Institute: The Joshua program, located on
the beautiful Hume Lake facility, is a wisdom-based curriculum that focuses less
on the assimilation of facts, and more on the practical outworking of what it
means to be a Disciple of Jesus Christ. Some colleges including Biola University
have partnerships with the Joshua Wilderness Institute which allow students to
earn college credit while attending the Joshua Institute.
https://hume.org/joshua/about/.

A gap year is a semester or full year of experiential learning typically taken between
high school graduation and college enrollment. Gap years are intended to give
students a break from academics to consider what kind of education and career they
want to pursue. In addition to providing maturity and perspective, intentionally-selected
gap year activities such as internships or work experience can also strengthen the
student’s college application. Gap Year possibilities include:

JUNIOR COLLEGE
There are many reasons to choose junior college first before attending a four-year
university. In addition to monetary savings, our local junior colleges are rated among the
top in the country. They also offer TAG (transfer admission guarantee) to many
University of California colleges. 

Below are some important links:

Moorpark College - https://www.moorparkcollege.edu/
Ventura College - https://www.venturacollege.edu/
Oxnard College - https://www.oxnardcollege.edu/
TAG program- Transfer Admission Guarantee:
https://www.moorparkcollege.edu/departments/student-services/career-transfer-center/taptag
Articulation Agreement - Junior college courses that have been approved for transfer to private,
UC and state universities https://www.moorparkcollege.edu/departments/student-
services/articulation-office/what-is-articulation
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Beacon Hill Classical Academy
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COLLEGE COUNSELING INFORMATION

ACT/SAT School Code: # 050313

Head of School: Dennis Deutsch
headofschool@beaconhillclassical.org

Principal: John Witty
upperschoolprincipal@beaconhillclassical.org

Academic Dean: Sara Lindgren
academics@beaconhillclassical.org

College Counselor: Lisa Balikian
collegecounseling@beaconhillclassical.org

Registrar: Curcinda Young
registrar@beaconhillclassical.org

Campus Address
1601 Temple Avenue 
Camarillo, CA 93010

School Website
www.beaconhillclassical.org
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